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e preach; nat ourſchuer, but Chrif Je fur the Lars; 
eee 12251 


Mx Baxrnuxv, 


E preſent vecafion is different from 
moſt others, in which we are called to 
addreſs ſermons to chriſtian auditories. 
It is the ſolemn ſeaſon of the confecra- 
tion of a fellow laborer, a friend, a 
brother, to the high office of a Bithop 
in the Church of Chriſt. It is the ſea- 
bond ne none na kind of 
tual marriage, between the paſtor ele&, and you, 
9 brethren 2 of this branch of the hag: 
dom of our Savior. It is the ſeaſon, in which he 
undertakes to become your inſtructor, and guide; 
and in which you undertake to become ſubject to 
his inſtruQion, and guidance, in the great concerns 
of your eternal ſalvation. Can there be a more in- 
tereſting day to him, or to you, than this? Can there 


be 


E | | 
be a more folemn tranſaftion, ſhort of the great da 
of our final account ? Betng requeſted to aid your 
deyotions, and tq conſult ' your. improvement, -as 
preacher-on this pccafion, I am anxious not to fink 

the ſolemnity of the 2 a trifling ſubject, or 
an unhallowed ſentiment. Will you aid me by your 
attention and prayers ? Will you forgive what may 
ſeem impertinent * Will vou receive, with the meek- 
neſs of wiſdom, what ſhall appear ta be ſupported by 
unqueſtionable, that is, ſcripture authority? — 
The words of our text are an avowal of one of the 
| greateſt preachers that ever lived. They are a de- 
claration"of Paul, than whom, laying his divine Maſ- 
ter, there is not a more ſplendid character delineat- 
ed in the ſacred volume. This Apoſtle entered into 
the ſpirit, he felt the weight, he abounded in the la- 
bors.of his high, and holy calling. Naturally ar- 
dent, and ſupernaturally inflamed with a tender love 
40 his Lord, he gave himſelf wholly to the work of 
propagating the chriſtian doQrine. He was always 
on the purſuit, always foremoſt in the ſpiritual bat- 
tle. Whether at liberty, or in bonds ; in his own, 
or in a foreign country ; among his acquaintance, 
or among ſtrangers, it was all the fame. He was 
every where the intelligent, the indefatigable, the 
affeftionate, and what Is even more, the inſpited 
Preacher of the Goſpel. Has he not ſet before all 
the Miniſters of Chriſt one of the fineſt preaching 
examples? If we would learn our duty, ſhall we not 
do well to fit as learners at the feet of this Apoſtle ? 
Does he not make a reaſonable challenge, when he 
ſays, Be ye followars of me, even as I alſo am of 
o 5 
. Now in the words of the text, Paul preſents to us 
a comprehenſive ſtatement of the nature of the 
. miniſtry, which he, and his colleagues in the apoſ- 
tleſhip diſcharged. He exhibits the work, about 
which they were ſo laborious. It was preaching. 


1 Cor. Xi. x. 


2 
He ſuggeſts to us the matter of bis preaching. It 
was Cbriſt Jeſus the Lard.” He expoſes to us the 
principle From which it ſprung. It was the love of 
this Jeſus 5 & for Je e Lale.“ 8 He deſignates the 
end in effect, which this ſcene of labor embraced. 
It, was the: everlaſting ſalvation of thoſe; to whom 
they: preached, ; £* and ourſelves your fervants. ”*. Of 
courle, the paſſge offers ta our conſideration, the 
religious principle, by which the real chriſtian Min- 
iſter is actuated, che nature f the work, in which 
— 18 employed, and the beneficent end, to which his 
yment is directed. Theſe three points conſti- 
pros the plan of this diſcourle. When theſe are ſuf- 
ficiently- illuſtrated, we ſhall ſubjoin a: few infer - 
ences, and ſuch ſummary addreſſes, as propriety ſhall 
ſeem to diftate, of 
I. We are to conſider. the religious principle, by 
which the real chrijtian Miniſter is actuated; © for 
 Feſus' ſate. A ſupreme love to Jeſus is the ſove- 
reign, the all controlling principle, which warms the 
heart, ſanctifies the capacities, rouſes the exertions, 
_ and. figpalizes the efforts of the genuine chriſtian 
Miniſter. He, in the firſt place, becomes a friend to 
eſus himſelf, f: But firſt gave their own ſelves to 
the Lord.“ A friend Bur 1s not every body 
Chriſt's friend ? Can there be any one found, you 
will perhaps ſay, ſo atrociouſly wicked, fo loſt to all 
that is morally love] ly, ſo completely: a child of the 
devil, as not to feel friendſhip to that holy Lamb of 
God, who came to take away the ſins of the world, 
who is God manifeſt in the fleſh, and altogether love- 
T” Are not all, at leaſt, who are trained up under 
the light of the Goſpel, friendly to this, its adorable 
- Author ? No, my brethren. Taking candid obſer- 
vation of men and- things, and the holy ſcriptures 
for our guide, we ſhall be forced to admit, that man, 
as a fallen-creature, is a foe, even an inveterate and 
jrreconcilable foe, to the bleſſed Redeemer. _ 


2 Gm viii. 5. 


£6 " 
has given us one of the beſt teſts of real aFeQionin 
the World, that is, obediencs;” . If a man lov? tae he. 
will keep my u, The name gen fubjec is alt 

_ obedient to his Prinee. ©. The afcQionate 
wife is ways obedient to her huſband. ' The affec- 
tionate” child' is always obedient to his parent. | 
And the” Affectionate ſervant is always obedi- 
ent to His maſter. Deliberate diſobedience is a 
ſure proof of averſion, If this'Uifobedience be uni- 
verſa}, perſevering, and incorrigible, reſiſting thou- 
lands of remonſtrances, the tendereſt proffers, and 


the moſt terrible denunciations; it amounts to 


what ? To more than proof; that the Heart is at 
war with the being diſobeyed. But how is it? 
Is the natural man, the unbelieyer, obedient to 
Chriſt ? What ! when he is impenitent and un- 
believing ; i, e, 'wholly deſtitute of the primitive 


emotions, and radical principles of all abedience ? 


Does not the ſcripture, when it informs us that 
5 without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God,“ leave 


on our minds the irreſiſtible concluſion, chat the 


finner's courſe of action is exclyſive of every act of 
obedience, that he is altogether, perſeveringly, and 
obſtinately difobedient, therefore altogether an 
enemy! ? Does not the abounding wickedneſs of 
the impenitent world; wickedneſs which con- 


vulſes families, towns, and nations, proclaim the 


fame melagcholy truth? Does not perſecution, in all 
its forms, augment the evidence ? Does not the 
ſcripture expreſsly ſay, that it is the practical lan- 


A of all unrenewed men, We will not have 


un to reign over us 294 Does not Chriſt him- 
keſtify, “ Now they have ſeen, and hated, both 


mie and my father Pj Every natural man, therefore, 
is an enemy to Chriſt; and is wholly diſqualified, from 


this ſingle circumſtance, to preach the Goſpel. He 


lacks the grand prerequiſite. It is as abſurd to put 


_ to — as it would be for a government 
ta 


* John xiv. 23. 4+ 1 xix. 14. : 1 John xv. 24. 
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to ſend a moſt wt and id acable enemy to it- 
| felf, to negociate with a foreign, and unfriendly na- 
tion in its behalf. It is as abſurd, as to employ the 
ringleader of a gang of counterfeiters, to ſuppreſs 
counterfeiting. The 7775 and ſuch a man as lir- 
tle agree, as the heat of July with the freezing winds 
of December. That there are many of this deſcrip« 
tion, in this, and other countries, men, who aſſume 
the profeſſion of the chriſtian Miniſter, and ander- 
take the work of preaching the Goſpel, without the 
leaſt friendſhip to its Author, is not to be queſtion- 
ed. Charity does not oblige you to believe, my 
brethren, that every Miniſter is a good man, becauſe 
he is a Miniſter. There are thoſe, who can make 
a trade of preaching, as well as of pleading. There _ 
are thoſe, who come forward under the guiſe of 
friendſhip to Jeſus Chrift, and who pretend to preach 
his Goſpel, who do but act over again the part of 
Judas oy a and whoſe 1 upon the divine 
lory, the ſovereignty, the doctrines, the } e, and 
ha religion of ChAR are the moſt ks on 1 — 
ſo many, who, inſtead of preacking Jeſus Chriſt, 
preach themſelves ; and who, inſtead of taking the 
humble place of a ſervant, take the ſeat of the | dia | 
ful, and are more concerned to be miniſtered unto, 
than to miniſter. Hence the rancor, with which 
error n And hence the phlegm of diſ- 
like, wich which one Miniſter often treats another. 
But though I think a hypocritical Minifter, who 
comes into public view under the pretence of preach- 
ing de and really preaches nothing but himſelf, 
is the moſt deteſtable of all characters, not excepting 
even the champions of infidelity and atheiſm; yet 
I did not take up this ſubject, nor enter this place 
of ſpeaking, with a deſign to inveigh againft any 
_ claſs of men. Theſe. obſervations have a different 
object. They are deſigned to impreſs on your minds 
the total unmeetneſs of an unrenewed man for the 
. chriſtian profeſſion, and the chriſtian miniſtry ; _ 
„ abſolute 


a4. 


abfotute neceſſity of ſpecial grace. to form the preach- 


| er of Chriſt; and the nature;and excellence of that 


ipirit, which that; grace produceth in the ſoul, and 
which is the fp ſpring 15 all erdngetical, and miniſteri- 
il exettion.” Tn pirit is love, ſupreme love to 
Zhriſt, a heart to labor, to fuffer, to endure for his 
fake. This is the primary qualification of the true 
chriſtian Preacher, a qualification, derived, not from 
 claffical ęrudition of theglogic” instructions; but 
from the pure fountain of recovering grace, from 
the illuminating, and fandifying i influences of the 
Holy Spirit. The love of God i is ſhed abroad in 
our Bio by the Holy Ghoſt.“ C God who com- 
manded the light to ſbine out of darkneſs hath 
ſhined in our hearts, to give tlie li ht of the knowl- 
edge of the glory of God in the face of Jeſus 
Chriſt,” - How conſpicuot uy da this ſupreme at- 
tachment to Chriſt Abpesr rt tlie apoſtles? How 
did it burn in their hearts, glow in the language 
they uſed, and give energy to the aſtoniſhing exer- 
tions they put forth ? How diminutive, how worth- 
leſs, tow odfous did it make then appeat in their 
own eyes. “ We are the citcumcifion,” ſays, Paul, 
« who rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus, and have 0 confidence | 
in the fleſp.”'t The love of Chriſt conſtraineth us.” 
But what is "It to love Chriſt ? What is thinature 
of this affection, by which the good man, tn 
good Miniſter is eder 4 impelled ? ? True love, my 
brethren, is diſintereſted, | It is exerciſed in a juſt 
view of, and terminates upon, the being beloved. 
It is an affection, which cleaves to the object as the 
ſhadow does to the body; and is not capricious and 
periſhable, like that love which originates in ſupreme 
ſelf-regatd. Jeſus Chriſt is exhibited. - the Bible. 
There he is diſplayed in his proper The 
Bible may be confidered as a hiſtory Fe Chriſt. 
is the record which God has given of his Son. The 
chief intent of it was to offer Chriſt to our concep- 
tions. 


Nom. v. 5. a ir 6. + Phil. il. 9. $ 2 Cor. v. 14. 
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tions. If we ſay, with the inquiſitive Greeks, * Sirs, 
we would ſee Jeſus,” a ſtudious examination of the 
Bible will ſatisfy our eurieſity. There he is diſplay- 
ed as clearly as the ſun in its meridian ſplendor, in the 
flames by wkich he is aickingalhel from all crea- 
tures, in the relative titles with which he is clothed, 
in the attributes which are afcribed to him, in the 
works he has performed, in the laws and inſtitutions 
he has eſtabliſhed, in the doctrinal inſtructions he 
has diſpenſed, in the converſations he has held, in 
the prayers he has offered, in the example he has 
drawn, in the propitiatory ſufferings to which he 
has ſubmitted, in the trinmphs-he has gained, in the 
chureh he has redeemed, organized, and preſerved; 
in the grace he exerciſes, and in the judgments he 
executes, as delineated in the hiftoric and ꝓrecep- 
tive parts of the ſcriptures. In view of his match- 
leſs glory, as he is here exhibited, and offered to 
ſinners, the enraptured fervant of Jeſus, exclaims 
with believing Thomas, My Lord, and my God!“ 
In view of him, as here diſcovered to his underſtand- 
ing, the believer embraces him, loves him, truſts 
him, admires him, adores him, follows Him, and 
patiently labors and ſuffers for his ſake. This js the 
pious prineiple, by which every genuine Minifter of 
the Goſpel is actuated. This annthilates the pagean- 
try of the world in his eſteem. This finks him low 

as the duſt in his opinion of himſelf. - This brings him 
down to the humble ſtation of a ſervant, and ex- 
pands his heart with a generous charity, reconciling 
him to the ſevereft toils, and ſufferings, for the re- 
covery of other loft ſinners to the ſame happy union 
to his admired Jeſus. es | . 
Having aſcertained the principle, by which every 
faithful Miniſter of the Goſpel is actuated, let us 
proceed to conſider, | 
II. The work to which he is to be devoted. 
This is preaching. Preaching may be confidered 
as comprehending * whole of his official duty. 
1 5 : :-— mand 
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This oonſtitutes his peculiar employment. This Is 


the complexion of all his exertions. The good 
Miniſter preaches, not only in his ſermons, but in 
his prayers, in his ſtudy, i in his family, in his ſuffer- 
ings for Chriſt% ſake, in his charities, in his con- 
vyerſation, in his example, in his viſits, when he is 
in the pulpit, when he is conyerſing with. you on 
the concerns of your ſouls, when he is by the bed- 
ſide. of the dying perſon, when he is with his chriſ. 
tian brethren at the facramental ſolemnity, and when 
he is with the world, he is the preacher. Even his oc- 
caſional attention to the wants of his family, and the 
means of living, ſhould be of the nature of preaching. 
If i it be not, it is inordinate; it is an abandonment 
of his duty ; it. is violence offered to his ſolemn con- 
ſecration to the divine ſervice. But as, in the or- 
dinary uſe of language, preaching is commonly ap- 


| Faun to pulpit ſervice, our obſervations ſhall, 


you pleaſe, have a more particular reſpect to this 


part of it. In the pulpit, then, eſpecially, the chriſ- 


tian Miniſter is to appear, from Sabbath to Sabbath, 
as the preacher. But what is he to preach ? Guid- 
ed by our text, and therefore without hazard of 
miſtake, we anſwer, ce not himſelf, but Chriſt Jeſus 


the Lord.” Here is a negative, and a poſitive idea. 


The one is excluſive, and the other is appropriate. 
Let us attend briefly to each of them. And, what 
Is to be underſtood. by: a man's preaching himſelf | ? 
This kind of preaching, my brethren, is ſelfiſh. 
preaching. Its ſentiments are ſelfiſh. Its motives 
are ſelfiſh, Its end is ſelfiſh. ; and its whole color- 
ing is ſelfiſh. The peculiar opinions of the Anti. 
nomians, the Arminians, and the Univerſaliſts, 


boriginate from this principle, and are involved in 


this idea. This ſort of preaching makes the pro- 
priety and obligation of our loving God depend on 
the evidence of his loving us. It ſquares the doc- 
trines, and duties of chriſtianity to ſupreme ſelfre- 


Bard. It makes God the debtor, and man'the cred- 


itor. 


3. 1 3 
itor. It ſubordinates, not man to the Deity, but 
the Deity to man. A preacher of this ſort, preach- 
es, not what the Bible teaches for the truth, but 
what he will have to be true. His preaching ſets 
forth the value of ſome mimic. morality, under the 
name of virtue, more than the perſon of the Re- 
deemer, or the glory of his ſacrifice. He inſiſts on 
that religion only, which is courtly, which is of eaſy: 
ractice, and which is conſiſtent with the ſupreme 
purſuit of ſenſual pleaſure. He is more concerned 
to reap the praiſe of a ſmooth diction, a harmoni- 
ous voice, and a graceful elocution, of liberality and 
catholiciſm, than the glory of martyrdom. A deep 
awe of God, and the zeal of an Apoſtle, you cannot 
impute to him. He feels more for his own glory, 
than for the glory of his Maker. When he aſcends. 
the pulpit, he is full of himſelf. The language, 
which his deportment - utters to hearing ears, is, I 
pray you, good people, ſee what a wonderful perſon 
am. Some preachers, of this deſcription, the 
great, modern, moral poet, Cowper, has certainly 
not inelegantly, nor inaccurately deſcribed, in the 
following line =: te 4 2H, 1 1 2 
And thus it is. The paſtor, either vain 
« By nature, or by flattery made ſo, taught, 
« To gaze at his own ſplendor, and to exalt, 
&« Abſurdly, not his office, but himſelf, | 
Or unenlightened, and too proud to learn, 
« Or vicious, and not therefore apt to teach, 
& Perverting ofteniby the ſtreſs of lewd, _ 
And looſe example, whom he ſhould inſtruct, 
« Expoſes, and holds up to broad diſgrace, 
46 The nobleſt function, and diſcredits much 
« 'The brighteſt truths that man has ever ſeen “. 
2. Let us attend next to the poſitive idea. But 
Chriſt Jeſus the Lord.” What is it to preach 
Chriſt Jeſus. the Lord? This is not, as ſome have 
unwittingly . imagined, merely to repeat over the 
name of Chriſt a hundred times in a ſermon. _ 
e | 2 5 
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ther is it to preach: a Savior, or a ſyſtem, of mercy, 
excluding the eſſentiał attribute of juſtice. Nor is 
it to preach à licefitious: doctine of grace, which 
diſengumbers man from the eternal obligations of 
The: divine law. No. When the: Apoſtles preach 
Chaiſt, do they not go into a copious delineation af 
his uncreated glory, his prerogatives, his eternal pur- 
poſes,thecovenants of redemptiom and grace which he 
executes, his law, his government, his incarnation, 
the loſt condition of the world: which, he favingly 
viſits, his holineſs, the holineſs which he requires, his 
ſovereignty in the falvation of all who are ſaved, ant 
in the damnation of all who are damned? Do they: 
not exhibit him as the final judge of all mankind, 
therefore as elothed with vindictive juſtice, as well 
as. with grace ? Do. they not. aſſure us that their 
preaching does not make void; but eſtabliſtu the 
law!“ To preach Jeſus Chriſt, then, im the moſt e. 
tenſive view, is tor declare, with frankneſs, withrzeal,, 
with perſevering fidelity, without deceitful gloſſes! 
and. adcommodations to: :carmal- reafon,; the 
whole cbunſeſ f Gad; as acintained in the. holy 
ſcriptures, which are, in fact, the meſſage of Jeſus: 
Chriſt, the Lord ef. all. intelligent creatures, to men, 
who are his ſubjects: If what has been ſaid be true, 
that the Bible may Be confidered as a hiſtory of 
Chriſt ; or if Chriſt's own ohſervation be juſt, that 
the ſcriptures. teſtify of him, to preach the unaltera- 
ble obligations, the doQrines;:;the facts, the promiſes, 
and the denunciations- of the Bible, is to preach 
Chriſt. To deſcend to a few particulars. He who 
preaches Chriſt will diſplay, in a juſt view, his per- 
ſonal dignity. He will preach him in his uncreated, 
and eternal glory; therefore; He will inſiſt upon his 
abſblute godhead, combating, with candor, but with 
zeal, the Sabellian, the Arian, and the Socinian Her- 
eſſes, For the Apoſtle John teſtifies af Chr, 
“This is the true God, and eternal life.“ f He 

8 | | will 


L 15 J. 
will lead his hearers to contemplate him, as exiſting 
in the form of God, antecedent to his being found 
in faſhion as a man. Fer, “ Being in the ferm of 
God; he thought it not fobbery to be equal with God; 
but made himſelf of no reputation, and took upon 
him the form of a ſervant, and was made in the like. 
neſs of men.“ He will not, therefore, preach him 
as à preexiftent- creature merely, or as a creature poſ- 
ſeffed by, and manifeſting God; but as God, the 
| Creator and Lord of the univerſe, united, in his in- 
carnate ſtate, to a mere man; not as a peccable, 


cChangeable, fuperangelic being; but as having a' 


name, whieh is above every name, that at the name 
of Jeſus, every knee ſhould bow.” T He will preach: 
him in his works, not as bkundering upon a ſyſtem, 
either of creation, providence, or redemption, and 
miſerably accommodating his efforts to the exigency 
of his affairs, as the fuppoſed abuſe of liberty in his 
creatures might diſadjuſt bis plan, which would be 
wholly unworthy of his unlimited perfection of na- 
ture-; Hut as ever acting with the dignity of perfect 
antecedent, and irreſiſtible cogtrivances He will,” 
therefore, preach the eſſential chriſtian doctrine of 
the decrees ; that “of him, and ti him, and through 
him are all things.“! He will preach Chriſt 
Jeſus the Lord, not as a debtor to the good works 
of man, which ave all extremely bad, but as ſav- 
ing'* that which was 1%; faving, according to his 
own good pleàſure, and in à manner, which fefers 
the whole work of the ſalvation of thoſe who are 
redeemed to his purpoſe, propitiation, and power; 
and which makes the redeemed ſoul wholly a debt- 
or to the riches and ſovereignty of his grace. He 
will, therefore; preach, intelligibly and clearly, the 
 effential chriſtian doctrines of perſonal, eternal elec- 
tion; of ſpecial: grace; of regeneration ';* of ſancti- 
fication ; and perſeverance unto the end. He will 
throw ſinners at the feet of ſovereign mercy, and 
3 : 8 | | | put 
Phil. ü. 6, 7. „ . Phil. fi. 14 f Rom. xi. 36. 


7 f mw ] 
put the language of the tranſported Apoſtle into 
the mouths of all his chriſtian brethren, who are 
eſtablithed in Chriſt as kving ſtones: What ſhall 
we then ſay to theſe things? If God be for us, who 
can be againſt us? Who thall lay any thing to the 
charge of God's ele& ? It is God that juſtifieth. 
Who is he that condemneth ? It is Chriſt that died: 
Yea, rather, that is riſen again, who is even at the 
right hand of God, who alſo maketh interceſſion for 
us. Who ſhall ſeparate us from the love of Chriſt ? 
Shall tribulation, or diſtreſs, or perſecution, or fam- 
ine, or nakedneſs, or peri], or ſword ? Nay, in all 
theſe things we are more than conquerors, through 
him who hath loved us, For I am perſuaded, that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principali- 
ties, nor powers, nor things preſent, nor things to 
come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the love of God, 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. ⸗ 
He will preach Chriſt, not as a bad being, who 

has been maintaining an unjuſtifiable controverſy 
with the ſinger, and pho, therefore, ought, in equi- 
ty, to come over to the ſinner, be reconciled to him, 
and juſtify his conduct while ſuch; but as a perfect - 
ly holy being, with whom the ſinner is iniquitouſly 
contending; for whoſe want of immediate recon- 
ciliation, there is not, and cannot be, the leaſt imag- 
inable excuſe, - He will, therefore, preach the obli- 
gation of immediate repentance, and the infinite 
guilt, and hazard of a moment's delay. He will 
preach. Chriſt, not as a Savior ſaving in fin, abat- 
ing the demands of the moral law, and opening the 
gates of heaven to unholy people: But as having 
given himſelf for the Church, that he might ſanc- 
tify and cleanſe it with the waſhing of water, by the 
Word, that he might preſent it to himſelf a glorious 
Church, not having ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch 
thing, but that it ſhould be haly and without blem- 
| | : . im.“ 

* Rom. Wii. 31, & c 


I Az 
in. He will, therefore, bind his fellow chriſtians 
to the moſt conſpicuous piety ; inſiſting, that they 
are taken out of the world to be as a city ſet on a 
hill; that they are © ordained, that they ſhould go 
and bring forth much fruit; f and that every con- 
formity to the world contradicts the whole ſpirit of 
the Goſpel, as a ſyſtem of grace, which teacheth, 
more forcibly than even the law, that denying un- 
godlineſs, and every worldly luſt, we ſhould live ſo- 
berly, righteouſly, and godlily in the world.“! 

Again, He who preaches Chriſt faithfully, will 
preach the atonement conſummated in his death, as 
the only ground of a ſinger's juſtification, and ac- 
ceptance before God. Jeſus Chriſt ſuſtained ex- 
freme ſufferings, and died an ignominious death. 
For what? Not unintentionally, and in diſappoint- 
ment. For he was crucified and flain, being de- 
livered by the determinate counſel, and foreknowl- 
edge of God.” Not for his own fins. For © he 
was holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparate from ſin- 
ners. Not in mere teſtimony to his doctrine, and 
as an example of patience. For in this reſpe& his 
ſuſferings and death import no more, nor do they 
take any higher rank than the ſufferings of the A- 
poſtles, and thouſands of martyrs to the truth. His 
death, then, as it was deſigned, muſt have been de- 
ſigned for ſome other purpoſe. For what purpoſe, 
I pray you ? Let imagination go to work. For what 


purpoſe, but for that, which proves it to be the anti- 


type of all the bloody ſacrifices of the Moſaic ritual? 
For what, but that it might be an atonement, an obla- 
tion, a propitiation, an 4/a/mes|| for our ſins? Suppoſe 
it be granted, that the word atonement ſometimes 
means reconciliation, the queſtion ſtill is, On what 
principle are we reconciled ? Did not he“ become 
ſin far us, who knew no fin, that we might become 


the righteouſneſs of God in him?“ Are we not 
| healed 


* Eph. v. 26. + John kv. 16. 4 Titus fi. 12. G Acts ii. 2 3. 
AHcb. vii. 26. 1 Jobn ii. 2. 7 2 Cor. v. 21. 


; „ 
healed by his ſtripes? Are we not redeemed by his 
precious blood, as of a lam without blemiſh ? Hence 
it is, that ſo much is made, in the New Teſtament, 
of the cri. This, indeed, is, to the Jews a ſtum- 
bling block, and to ſome ancient and modern phi- 
joſophers it is fooliſhneſs. - But the fooliſhneſs of 
Gad is wiſer than men. i 
Finally, He who preaches Chriſt, preaches him in 
his example, Looking unto Jeſus, the author, and 
ſiniſher of our faith, who, for the joy that was ſet 
before him, endured the croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame.” * 
What was the . moſt conſpicuous trait in the exam- 
ple of Chriſt ? It was the deep condeſcenfion of the 
moſt conſummate benevolence. © He who was in 
the form of God, and who thought it no robbery to 
de equal with God, made himſelf of no reputation, 
and took upon him the form of. a ſervant, and was 
made in the likeneſs of men; and being found 
nn faſhion as a man, humbled himſelf, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the croſs.” 
This was the moſt perfect benevolence, of which we 
can form any conception. And it will forever. re- 
main as the ſum of the glory of Chriſt, both with re- 
ſpect to its propitiatory influence, and its influence as 
an example. Thus it is eſtimated by the Father. 
For thus it is ſaid in the following words, © Mhere- 
fore Ged alſo hath highly exalted him, and given 
kim à name, which is above every name, that 
at the name of Jeſus, every knee ſhould bow, of 
things in heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth.. To ſay that it is impoſſible, that 
a divine perſon ſhould humble himſelf, under 
the pretence, that he muſt be incapable of chang- 
ing his condition, of moving from one ſituation to 
another, and of laying aſide his glory, is to ſubſtitute 
a carnal philoſophy in the place of divine teſtimony ; 
it is to reduce the Deity to.the laws of limited beings, 
and to deny the whole glory of Chriſt's redemption, 
_ . If 
Hebe xd. 2. + Phil. fl. 6, 7, 3. + Phil. ii. 9, 10. 
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f. you fay, that à creature; only; humbled himfelf, 
we bers 1p v7 ou, was the aſtogiſhin ng depth of bis 


g humiliation 


o much did, it 1 the e 5 


71 


5 of the e bol ber a 
If we would preach tlie 0 of Sp We 
muſt, therefore, preach 4. finiſhed benevolence. hy 
If we would live after the example of Chriſt, we 
muſt live lives of the moſt condeſcetiding G 
olence. We muſt act on the ſcale of a deep ſelf- de- 
nial. Chriſt came down, in fack, infinitely low, to 
ſuſtain, for his father's glory, ind in behalf of his 
miyſtical body, den which he did not deſerre. 1 
And cannot we come down ſo low as td feel recon- | 
cited, on ſuppoſition the'gtor of God, and the. beſt | 
good of the univerſe require t, to ſuſtain thoſe eter- | | 
nal ſuffetings, which we do deſerve ? At leaſt, can 
we heſſtate to hear cheerfully, all the trlals, to which 

| 

| 


an active benevolence may call us ? | 
IN. We come now, in the laſt place, to confider | | 
the end in effect, to which the labors of a faithful } 
chriſtian Miniſter are directed. And we ſhall find 
it to be the moſt beneficent. For it is the ſalvation N 
of thoſe, to whom he preaches, | „ And ourſelves | 
your ſervants for Jeſus ſake. So pure, ſo elevat- ö 
= fo K is the motive of the alien Miniſ- * 
e loves you, my brethren, with a difintereſt- Þþ 

A love. He lon gs to ſnatch you as brands from 4 
the burning. He longs to aſſociate you with believ- 1 
ers, and to eſtabliſh you as © heirs ; heirs of God, and' ö 
joint heirs with Chriſt, unto an ' inheritance, i incor- | | 
ruptible, undefiled, and which fadeth not away.“ | | 
Under the ſtimulus of this love, he becomes your ? 
ſervant, in the moſt felf-denying circumſtances, He 
labors for You. He 47 55 or you. He fuffers for 


You: 


Mm Sg it. 8, 9. 
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you-., His heart 1 00 over you who become pen- 
Aegt.; and bleed 28 jan wlio remain impenitent. 
Need I verify thele oblervations by argument ? Let us 
ppeal, to our 7 2 5 whoſe ſpirit certainly actuates 
the bjeall brealt of every true Miniſter of Jeſus. it ſtrong 
benevole Fir ce does he expreſs towards his periſhing 
east g, MANY of whom were among his bitter- 
eſt adverſaries, in thoſe memorable v wor ,recordetl : 
in the fore; part of the. ixth chapter of his epiſtle to 
the Romans; *T Hay 4 the truth in Chriſt, I lie not, 
oy, copſcience alſo, bearing me witneſs in the Holy 
Ghoſt, that 1 haye great heavineſs, and continual 
ſorrow i in my heart. For I could wiſh that myſelf 
were, accurſed from. Chriſt; for m brethren, my 
kinſmen according to the fleſh,” Let us appeal to 
the divine law, the ſpirit of whieh every true Miniſ- 
ter 'of Jeſus muſt be 0 it to feel. Thou ſhalt 


lave.the Lord thy, God, with all thy heart, and thy 
neighbor. as jel 7 Let us appeal to the nature of 
the whole ſyllem of grace, which. forms the ſubſtance 


of divine revelation... Is it not a ſyſtem of ſalvation, 
preſented to mankind for their higheſt poſſible ben- 
.efit.? Some love to confound the law and the goſ- 
pel, obligation and grace. The uſe which has juſt 
now been made of the law ſuppoles that it is a be- 
nevolent law. It demands benevolence, and it holds 
out to view beneyolent, rewards. But the goſpel, 
or that plan of redeemin grace, which it was the 
primary deſign of the inſpiration of the holy ſcrip- 
tures to reveal, is benevolent on an eminent ſcale, 
and to a ſuperlative extent. And no man can enter 
into the ſpirit of this ſyſtem, and become a thorough 
preacher of it, without feeling the ardor of that good 
will to man, with which it neceſſarily inſpires all 
who embrace it, and which the language of the A- 
| poſtle in our text ſo ſtrongly exprefleth; a good 
will, which ſhall prompt the feeling Miniſter to labor, 
to pray, to urge, and to redouble, and perpetuate 
"He cet in this W till his laſt breath; nev- 
er 
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er felaxing his efforts, through | difcouragement 3 at 
tlie obſtinacy; with 'which you repel them; never 
relinquiſhing his hope of gaining vou to Chriſt; 
always hanging around your imniovtal ſouls with the 
fondneſs nay 
ro all means, and leaves im the Fs ingly to mourn 
oo you, in the language of he. ceping Reems 
r; «If "thoh Hadft known, even-thou, at leaſt, in 
thi thy day, the things which belong unto thy 
Peace, but now they are bid from. thihe eyes.“ ? 
I ſhalt confine the improvement of what 543 been 
ſaid to four reflektions, and two or three ſubſequent 
addreſſes. Es 
1. Our firſt reflection refpetts the honorable; and 
pleaſurable nature of the chriſtian. Miniſtry, 'Hon- 
3 and pleaſurable it is both, my brethren. 
is it honorable ? Becauſe it is "Vittuous, truly, 
Wollen mely virtuous. It is ſervice. What ſervice ? 
That which we have deſcribed; the ſame. ſervice, 


eie 


when — Lohn yew cc But none of theſe 2255 | 


move me, neither count I my life dear unto myſef 
fo that I might finiſh my courſe with joy, and the 
miniſtry which T have received of the 19% Jeſus, to 
Ne he hs olp eL of the grace of God.“ The true 
chriſtian Miniſter is a ſervant. © And ourſelves 
your ſervants for Jeſus' ſake.” He is a ſervant, not 
on a mercenary, but on a benevolent principle. He 
labors, he ſuffers, he prays in conſtant ſelf-denial, 
through love to Chriſt, and in purſuit, of the eternal 
"happineſs of his fellow creatures, ſome of whom 
may be his enemies and perſecutors. This is true 
honor, this” is true dignity. Never can a man 


1 057 with more dignity, than when he cheerful- | 


deſcends to the labors and ſufferings of a 
ſervant, upon this benevolent ſcale. Never did the 


* Luke xix. 42. | + Ads xx. 24. 
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maternal anxiety, til death Puts an end 


charms 


1 2 } ä 
charms of celeſtial; virtue a N with e 


tivating glory, t 90 5 1 s 
eres ppaſe; then, N all that I 


the croſs, Sx 
contends for, be gravied, that the Miniſter = cht 
Bing miſtake, and that his Hops 5.4 Klelen; ; you 
"cannot, if you haye the leaſt portion of true, mor 
diſcernment, but plans the e e by which. 
he is aftuated. P  Pleaſurabe, 4505 the miniſtry is to 
the beg man. True, ip ome reſpects, it is a thorn 
Toad, The cup m mild e runk, of 7 701 


oy 
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Chriſt d What a leaſure it is even to 
Tore Chat x Whi at pleaſure 1 55 in 15 effort of 


endeavoring RN on that ſcale, in which 
| there is a 117 harmony between God, and all 
Virtuous minds 


2. Our ſecond kefleckien lan, be a cenſure u upon 
thoſe, who admi; re. hat 2 man o f talents: can fing any 
"inducement to take... upon him 9 profeſſion of 
þ Miniſter ; and 1 upon; . 0 who take tis profeſſion 

pon "theinſel 185 1 ſh Mön. With reſpect 
*. 0 firſt, w 1 * aw: ges our men 
con, 97 e How do Beil da cond FFP 
them? Into What 3 ave, © mor darkneſs, an 

| 1 Jak $6 i unk 2? 0 Je, ſtrangers to the 

| love of Jeſus 3. ye whoſe þ 275 oe, void, abſalute- 

1y void of all the kine anels the ble chriſtian; ; 
how has the God. of this Vorid blinded your G0 
elt the li ght of, the glorious. goſpel of God, ſhoyld 
"fling vors vou? Y e can Bind Motiyes to ambition, 
to avarice,.and to da but nene to ſoree.r men 
for Jeſus* ſake, . How unf t are JO, or the ſociet 

1 -of Fatriarchs and oſtles in 100 Jory. : ? With ry 

to the ſecond claſs we are equally at a loſs to find 


words to expreſs our compaf on, and our deteſtation. 
A young man 1 four years at a College. 
takes his di ploma, eue ien ep s Is, What ſhall 
Tdo? What. buſineſs tall follow ? H ? How ſhall [ make 
"ſure of a decent livelibood : R ee 1 and finds 
the Profeſſions of law and phyſic f full, and doubts, 
whether 


=o 


"whether his talents will juſtify a hope gf onthelp- | 


pre: thoſe, who have. already entered the ',r35cc. 


tion, aiſo, muſt. be long, and 7 «+ | 


fnks b Hack with diſcouragement at the gloam o 

prof; His laſt road is 8 Hers. — 
{mall pecuniary inducemenyy,! but they are'the 5175 
for which he can calcu] ze the pw 
thinks he can at leaſt live, ! ive om tahly, and 
cently,. A few he ſees Popular, careſſed, ;ang.£ven 
opulent, The entrance is eaſy; the danger ſmall. 
He concludes, and proceeds. O blind;;apd infatu- 
ated youth How miſerably will you preach your: 
ſelf, inſtead of Chriſt Jeſug-rhe - Lord 4 How igno- 
rant, how deceived'! How likely to deceive others! 
What a heartleſs, b. erleſs, and indolent Miniſter 
will you probably Of what a proſtitutigg af the 
ſacred 7 forvice of Chriſt, are you guilty). dreads 
ful will be your account, at the laſt guss de. Un: 


leſs ſovereign grace open your . Enn Beg 
3. How ſhort is a. very 


portion of the 
8 preaching of the preſent day, of — preaching F 


If. it be iy Stay to us by the advocates of deiſm, ws 
deny the force of the objection, but we do not con- 
tradiCt the fact, that the nominal church of, Chriſt 
is a heterogeneous body, and that its. Miniſters ara 
extremely heterogeneous characters. One church, 


e admit, is eſtabliſhed on eſſentialiy different pri 


ciples, from thoſe of another ; and we rather-contend 
for it as a truth, than deny it as a falſehaod, that 
one ſort of preachi is eſſentially diſſimilar to an- 
other. Had ſome Miniſters addreſſed you on this 
oecaſion, from the paſſage before us, what à ſmaoth, 
prong Dore. unalar ming; wm hag 2 . kind 
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damnable bercle, even 12 the 13 2 


bought 
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. 
beught them. And how can it rationally be ex. 
„that the church, at the preſent day, ſhould 
3 from the. corruptive inroads of ſim ilar 
£1 inal intruders 4 whoſe labors are dire&ed; not 
tothe propagation, but to the ſubverſion of funda- | 
5 8 ekriſtian doctrines; and who even make, 
ſtrange reaſonin and eo &ions, virtue 
ws 1 vice virtue! Thus it will _ ably be till 
the advent of that glorious era, in which there ſhall 
bela eompfete fulfilment of the 7 promiſe, 
«And 1 Will give you paſtors according to mine 
heart, Which | feed you with know edge, and 
underſtanding. . Thy watchmen ſhall lift up the 
„ich th voice together ſhall they ſing; for 
— thall bed eye to eye, When the Lord ſhall bring 
agiin' Ns. Tas dl Vas at the preſent day, exhibit a 
picture etreinely unlike to this, which is drawn in 
the ſcriptures, f the millenial 'glory. You, breth- 
ren, mult diſtinguiſn. Tou muſt fift opinions, by 
bringing them to the ſtandard of that orthodoxy, 
which you find in your Bibles. * To the law, and to 
the teſtimony.”'t Be not ſedueed by the tinſel of an 
ornamented diction, or the fictitious ſmile of a faſ- 
cinating cstholieiſm. If a man, in your hearing, 
| _— God: of his prerogatives, Jeſus Chriſt of his di. 
a oh the | Holy Spirit of his perſonality and in- 
ence, attack the doctrines of grace, ſet about 
mending the old heart, inſtead of inſiſting upon the 
preternatural creation of a new one; or if he ſub- 


ſtitute a mock morality, i in the place of true holineſs, 


and make the croſs bow to the Babel of hypocritical 
works, called 'good, 'while they are as filthy rags : 
Pauſe, examine, and aſk, whether the man be 
| preaching -as Paul preached—whether he be preach- 
| ing bimlelf or Chriſt Jeſus the Lord. 
4. Our laſt point of improvement, hall reſpect 
ole, who have the privilege of hearing the goſpel 
faithfully e Are men favored with Minif-, 
„ ters, 


Jer. fl. 15. | 1 If li. & IT I. viii 20. 
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ters, formed to their work by ſupernatural grace, 
who. are ſtimulated by the powerful principle of. 
love to Chriſt Jeſus, and who aim ſincerehy, with 
all their might, to promote the eternal ſalvation of 
their fellow men, and who; under the influence of 

ch views and feelings, preach not themſelves, but 
Chrif Jeſus the Lord: ; how grateful have they rea- 
{on to be to God for ſuch an ineſtimable- blefling ? 
The pious mind appreciates. this favor far beyond 

any temporal enjoyment. , To what a diligent im- 
provement ſhould ſuch a bleſimg be reduced? How 
exceedingly criminal, in the tight of God, muſt 
thoſe be, who deſpiſe this miniſtry, who reſiſt ĩts in · 
fluence, who labor to ſink it into diſcredit, and who 


will not be perſuaded by it to return to God by a 


cordial, repentance ? How affuredly will it operate 
with a terrible fatality, as a ſavor of death unto death 
to them? What a tremendous ficcount will they be 
forced to render, to their lighted Judge, at the 


final audit ? With what anguiſh will a remembrance, - 
of a perſevering and obſtinate reſiſtance. of this rich 


race of God, thus diſpenſed, penetrate their bleed- 
ing fouls ? With what fighs and groans will they 
mourn. at laſt, and ſay, How have I hated-inſtrac-, 
tion, and my, heart deſpiſed reproof, and have not, 


obeyed the voice of my teachers, nor inclined mine 


ear to them that inſtructed me? “ /» 
My DEAR BroTHER,| 5 
YOU will not conſider it as an expreſſion of im- 
modeſty, but of affectionate love to you, that I aſk; 

' you to apply the whole weight of this diſcourſe to 
your own foul. . ,You are now ſolemnly devoting; 
-yourſelf to the employment of preaching the, goſpel. 
of Jeſus Chriſt, with, a particular reſpect to the ever · 
laſting ſalvation of this people. You are now to be 
formally. conſecrated to this work, by the impoſi- 
tion.of the hands of a Chriſtian Preſbytery, and by 
„ dio. te nee A 
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g been under the bonds of i? 
profe Tou will henceforth be under 
the additional bonds of 4 deliberate defication of 
yourſelf de the chriſt iin Prieſthood. O that you 
may be dingen, ſo as to be found of your Judge in 
peace? It 4 pleaſure to me, it is a pleaſufe to 
ow *brerfifen, preſent, it 'muſt be a pleaſure to all 
the friendsof piety; who are ſpectators of this ſol. 
em timſition, that we are at liberty to place con- 
fſicdenee i Fou, or rather in the grace of God which 
iz in you; that you will, faithfully, and affeckionate- 
ly Preach, not - yourſelf, but Chriſt Yefus the Lord. 
Yourwill; how Gan you but, love, to take the place 
of a ſcwant; in x humble, and conftant endeavor to 
promote the eternal ſalyation of theſe precious ſouls, 
whieh ate now On committed to your ſpecial 
care. In this great; an 5 7 work, my dear broth - 
er, go on, and proſper. He who deſireth the office 
of a Biſhop, deſtreth a good work. Having defixed, 
you are, with the unanimous conſent, and fatisfac- 
tion of this Council; today inveſted with this office. 
Suſtain it with dignity, with purity, with ſingu- 
lar aſſiduity. But I will not anticipate the Charge, 
which is tö be given you by od, from the lips 
of your eldeſt brother. I will only expreſs to 
you, what indeed you know perfectly already, that 
it is my fervent prayer, that you may be honored 
with the greateſt glory, with which any human be- 
ing can be crowned, that of turning many unto 
righteoulneſs. In hope, that God deſigns thus to 
honor you,T conſent to ſacrifice that intimate broth- 
erly intercourſe, which we have ſo long enjoyed, the 
benefit of your influence in the Church under my 
care, and all the comforts of that ' domeſtic inti- 
mary, in which our families have ſo richly ſhared. 
In this hope, I even rejoice to be contributive to 
your eſtabliſnment in this part of the vineyard of our 
common Lord; and with àn affectionatè adieu caſt 
. you. Upon thoſe precious promiſes, which are our 
EIS LIN T9 OE Oo og | only, | 
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ohly, but adequate ſupport, under all the iiber, 


and trials, of this changeful, this tempeſtuous, this 
dying world. „ | 5 
This laſt expreſſion compels me to add a thought 


more. You, and I, and our relpective congrega- 


, 


tions, are er N down to the grave. Very ſoon 
l 


mult you meet all this charge of yours at the tribu- 


nal of Chriſt. Some of them you will probably 


meet as redeemed ſaints, veſſels of niercy prepared 
unto glory; and ſome of them you will meet as in- 
corrigible ſinners, veſſels of wrath, fitted to deſtruc- 


tion. What a ſolemn reflection! Now, ah how 


precious the nioment ! now is the day of hope, of 


labor, and ſalvation. Be ſtedfaſt, then, and immove- 


able, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
foraſmuch as you know, that, ſo doing, your la- 


bor ſhall not be in-vain in the Lord. 25 
THE Church and Congregation in this Town, 


will accept of our congratulations upon the inter- 


eſting event, of the firſt eſtabliſhment of a regular 
chriſtian miniſtry in the place, in which God has 


fixed the bounds of their kabitations ; and, which, | 


but a few years ſince, exhibited nothing to the eye, 
but the waving tufts of an unlimited foreſt, How 
pleaſing to fee the uncultivated wilderneſs yield to 
the axe and to the plough ; to ſee ripened harveſts, 


and an exuberant plenty, where the improvements 


of civilization had never reached ? How much more 
pleaſing, that the praiſes of God ſhould be ſung, 
where, but a little time ago, nothing was heard, but 
the warwhoop of the ſavage ? What an auſpicious. 


event, that the regular, and faithful preaching of 


Chriſt, and the adminiſtration of his holy ordinances, 
ſhould be ſuperadded to your ather enjoyments ? 


How guilty, then, O how guilty will you be, how 


terrible will be your damnation, if you will not hear, 


if you will not believe, if you will trample under 
foot the Son of God? This is not, my dear friends, 
no, it is not, an indifferent affair. This ordination 
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is not a mere amuſing tranſaction, an occurrence of 
the moment, in which you are little concerned. 
The eternal ſtate of every one of you is to be deep- 
ly affected by it. The preaching of Chriſt, which 
you will henceforth: enjoy, will be, certainly it will 
be, a ſavor of life unto life, or a ſavor of death unto 
death, to every ſoul of you. How can it be, but that 
the faithful, fervent, and repeated application of pun- 
gent truth amongſt you, enforced by a holy exam- 
ple, and recommended by a tender ſpirit, ſhould en- 
hance your loathſomeneſs under the eye of God, 
and conſummate your preparedneſs for an aggravat- 
ed puniſhment, 1 ou refuſe to receive Jeſus Chriſt 
as your Lord? If you hear in the ſpirit of a cor- 
d reren to your heavenly Father; if to you the 
name of Chriſt be as ointment poured forth; if the 
preaching of Chriſt draw tighter and tighter the 
bond of love between you and him; how rich will 
be your conſolations, quriny your ſhort journey to 
the grave ; what beams of .glory will probably ir- 
radiate your way, through the dark valley of the 
ſhadow of death; with what tranſport, with what 
- exquiſite joy of heart, will you meet your beloved 
Paſtor, each other, and all the people of Chriſt, on 
the heights of Zion; and with what bliſs will you 
dwell in the boſom of God, the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, forever? But if you will not hear, O 
how calamitous will be your ſituation ! how inſup- 
portable will be your doom ! with what terrible ven- 
geance will Chriſt reſent your contempt of him ; 
and how much more intolerable will be your ſtate 
eternally, than if you never had heard of the glori- 
ous goſpel ? The Lord give you all eyes to fee, 
and ears to hear. The Lord be with you, bleſs 
you, build you up, give you, and your Paſtor 
much reaſon to rejoice together. The Lord cauſe 
his face to ſhine upon you, and give you peace. 
« Happy is that people, which is in ſuch a caſe ; 
yea, happy is that people whoſe God is the * 


* Plalm cxliy. 15. 
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LET this whole aſſembly be impreſſed with the 
Jolemnity of this tranſaction. Let ſaints rejoice. - 
Let ſinners tremble. Lo! how Zion flouriſheth; 
how ſhe lengtheneth her cords and ſtrengtheneth 
her ſtakes!““ << Verily the wilderneſs, and the ſolitary 
place is glad for her, and the deſert rejoiceth, and 
bloflometh as the roſe. Tt bloſſometh abundantly, 
and rejoiceth even with joy and ſinging ; the glory 
of Lebanon is given unto her, the excellency of 
Carmel and Sharon. They ſee the glory of the 
Lord, and the excellency of our God. Great is the 
peace of her children. But the ſinner periſheth out 
of Zion.“ f © Knowelt thou not this of old, ſince 
man was placed upon the earth, that the triumph- 
ing of the wicked is ſhort, and the joy of the hypo- 
crite but for a moment ? 'Though his excellency 
mount up to the heavens and his head reach unto 
the clouds, yet he ſhall periſh forever, like his own 
dung. He ſhall fly away as a dream, yea he ſhall be 
chaſed away as a viſion of the night.” © He that 
believeth not ſhall be damned.“ - Probably, many 
of you are of this awful character. Kiſs, then, 
the Son, leſt he be angry, and ye periſh from the 
way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blgff- 
ed are all they, who truſt in him.“ AMEN. + 


* I. liv. 2. I I. xxxv. 1.2. f Job xx. 5—8. 
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Rev. NOAH WORCESTER, of TnhonxN TON. 


N occaſion, like this, calls into view a train of 
objects, calculated, in the higheſt degree, to 
folemnize the mind, and penetrate the heart. The 
. character 


55 
character of God, the eriminality of man, the worth 
of ſouls, the compaſſion of a Redeemer, a final judg: 
ment, and an endleſs retribution, are ideas intimate- 
ly connected with the tranſactions of this day. And 
unitedly demand the moſt awful ſolemnity. 
With theſe, and other relative ideas, it is hoped, 
ear Brother, that your mind is, in ſame degree, 
uitably jmprefled, 3 
In the. preſence of God, his holy angels, and a 
multitude af human witneſſes, you have been ſol- 
emaly ſet apart to the york of the Goſpel Miniſtry— 
2. work, moſt ſerious in its nature, important, and 
everduring in its conſequences. I | 
From the charge given by Chriſt, to his diſciples, 
when he ſent them forth to preach the goſpel, or the 
charge given by Paul to Timothy, prabably origin- 
ated the eſtabliſhed cuſtom in Ordaining Councils, 
of making a ſolemn addreſs to the perſpn newly in- 
yelted with the miniſterial office. | 
We claim no equality with the Great Head of the 
Church, nor any apoſtalic preeminence above you, 
with opard to office, Vet, dear Brother, you will 
ſuffer the word of exhortation. 3 
As you are now inyeſted with the. miniſterial of- 
fice, unto you are committed the oracles of God. 
According to which, you are to preach the unſearch- 
able riches of Chriſt, for the edificatipn and comfort 
of ſaints, and the conviction and conyerſion of fin- 
ners ; to lead in the difcipline of the church of 
Chriſt ; to adminiſter the ſacraments of the New 
Teſtament ; and to be an example to the flock, of 
which the Holy Ghoſt hath made yon an overſeer. 
Study, then, to acquit yourſelf with fidelity, to ap- 
prove yourſelf unto God, and to the conſciences of 
men, à Jorkman, who needeth not to be aſhamed. 
Aim at a deep and intimate acquaintance with 
God, with Chriſt, with the holy ſcriptures, with your 
own heart, with pure religion, and with human 
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Preach the word in a plain, faithful, diſtinguiſhing, 


affectionate, and ſolemn manner; ſo as to alarm the 
ſtupid, inſtruct the inquiſitive, and comfort the hum- 
ble. Adapt your diſcourſes to the capacities and 
circumſtances of your hearers, that perſans af every 
deſcription may have their portion in due ſeaſon. 
Feed the flock with the pure and ſubſtantial bread of 
the goſpel ; and not with ſuch unprofitable traſh as 
bigotry, ſuperſtition, yain imaginations, or empty 
ſounds. 1 0 „ e 
Lead in the diſcipline of the church, with a tender, 
ſtrict, and impartial hand. Endeavor to ſupport ſuch 
diſcipline as will tend to ſeclude the hypocritical, in- 
vite the ſincere, correct the erroneous, reclaim the 


* 


wandering, and promote fellowſhip through the 


body. That all, wha fee the walk of the church; 
may have this evidence, that they are the diſciples 
of Chriſt, viz. that they have love one to another. 
Acquaint yourſelf with the deſign of Chriſt, as to 
the ordinances of Baptiſm and the Lord*s Supper. 
And in adminiſtering them to others, make proper 
diſtinction, between the holy and profane, the clean 
and the unclean, | 


— 


By your example, be a conſtant Preacher of Jeſus 
Chriſt. In all companies, and on all occaſions, ſup- 


port the dignity of your office, by a correſponding 
deportment. By your ſeriquſneſs and circumſpection, 
keep alive, in the minds of others, a ſenſe of the 
omnipreſence of Jehovah. In your deportment, unite 
affability with becoming reſervedneſs, chriſtian cheer- 
fulneſs with miniſterial gravity, patience and meek- 
neſs with holy fortitude, aad inflexible oppoſition to 
fin, Thus you will, at once, command reverence, 
gain acceſs to the conſcięnces of men, rid youſelf of 
the company of the incorrigibly vain, and ſecure the 
ſociety of thoſe, by whom you can profit, and to 
whom you can be profitable. | RS 
Beware of men. Beware of their cunning, their 
fAattery, and their malice. Y - 
h If 
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k you ſhould be reproached for righteouſneſs” 
ſake, you may be happy in this reflection, That it is 
enough for the fervant, that he be as his Maſter. 
If perſecution ſhould fall to your lot, fear not thoſe 
who kill the body, but are net able to kill the ſoul. 
But rather fear him, who is able to deſtroy both body 
and ſoul in hell. Yea, I ſay unto you, fear him. 
And ever realize the comforting import of theſe 
words of our bleſſed Lord: Are not two ſparrows 
ſold for a farthing ? And not one of them ſhall fall 
to the ground without your father. But the very 
- — your head are all numbered. Fear ye not, 
therefore, ye are of more value than many ſpar- 
rows. . | ; 

Now we commend you to the grace of God, which 
is able to keep you in all your ways, to make you a 
burning and ſhining light in this degenerate age, 
and a'ſtar of diſtinguiſhed radiance in the kingdom 
of glory forever. AMEN, Ls . 
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"PHE holy religion of our divine Lord, forms a 
T union between all its ſubjects, ſtronger than 
death, and laſting as eternity. A 

Frue chriſtians have all one Lord, one faith, and 
one baptiſm. Vea, they have one intereſt, one 
hope, and are but ſeveral members of one body. 
Though various in their capacities, in their gifts, 
and in their offices; yet, they are all in union. They 
have the ſame objects of complacence, the ſame ob- 
jects of averſion, and purfue one great end, in com- 
mon with their vital head. e 

: The 
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The work of Chriſtian Miniſters is one. By one 
Spirit they are qualified, called, and ſent to labor 
in the ſame vineyard. They preach one doc- 
trine, one goſpel, one Jeſus. They ſerve one maſ- 
ter, even Chriſt; and their various gifts are all 
for the building up of his kingdom; for the edifica- 
tion of his body in love. Hence may be ſeen the 
propriety and beauty, of the early, and long obſerv- 
ed practice of giving the Right Hand of Fellowfhip, 

on occaſions like the preſent. . el IE BET 
This is not an empty, or unmeaning ceremony, 
but full of ſignification. It ſpeaks the affectionate 
friendſhip, the cordial union, which true Miniſters 
feel; the fellowſhip they have; their mutual depen- 
dence, under Chriſt ; their indiſpenſable obligations, 
and hearty readineſs to act like brethren, and help 
one another, as circumſtances require. Impreſſed 
_ with ſuch ſentiments, agreeably to the appointment, 
and in the name of this Council, dear Brother, I 
give you my hand. We congratulate you upon this 
public and ſolemn dedication of yourſelf to the great 
and good work of the Goſpel Miniſtry. We bid 
you a cordial welcome to an equal official part in 
the vineyard of our Lord. We wiſh ſucceſs may at- 
tend your labors. May your heart be greatly rejoic- 
ed, by the diſplays of divine grace, in giving ſucceſs 
to your miniſtry, im the conviction of many ſinners, 
and in the growth of many believers. May you ex- 
perience much of his gracious, ſupporting and com- 
torting preſence, who is head over all things to the 
— | e 
We pledge our own ordination, and chriſtian vows, 
to act the part of brethren and fellow workers to- 
gether with God towards you; aſſiſting you, and 
ſtriving with you for Zion's proſperity, as God in 
his providence may call, expecting the ſame from 
ow O may we indeed help one another, in the 
ingdom of Chriſt. May we manifeſt a_ union, 
which ſhall cauſe his friends to rejoice, and his ene- 
ö | mies 
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| thies to'tremble. May we ſtrengthen each other's 


hands, and encourage each other's hearts, in this 
day of trial. May we ever be found valiant for the 
truth, valiant for purity in doctrine, in diſcipline, 
and example. May we never be overcome by frowns, 
nor flatteries, by reproaches nor praiſes, to fide with 


the enemies of the croſs of Chriſt ; yet may we let our 


moderation he known unto all men; and may our 


| zeal ever be according to knowledge. In this way, 


may we finiſh our work with joy, and hereafter dwell 
an eternify together, in the world of light and love. 

- Brethren of this Church, in thus complying with 
your requeſt, in ſetting apart the man you have choſen 
to the overſight of you in the Lord, we own your viſi- 


ble relation to Chriſt, as a part of bis myſtical body. 
We rejoice with you in the buſineſs of this day. We 


rejoice, that God has provided for you, and ſet over 
you one whom (as we traſt) he judges faithful. We 
rejoice, believing youtEccive him, brethren, as an aſ- 


cenfion gift, with gratefuthearts. We rejoice, believing 


you wilteſteem him highly in love for his work's ſake; 
that you will ftrive together with him in your pray- 


ers; and that you will unite your exertions with his 


for Zion's intereſt. May he be a great, a laſting 


dleſſing to you. May you walk together as in green 


paſtures by the ſide of ſtill waters. May the doc- 
trine of Chriſt, from his lips, diſtil upon your ſouls 
as the dew, and as the rain upon the tender herb. 

May you experience, in this world, how good, and 
how pleaſant it is for-brethren to dwell together in 
unity. And in the world to come may you know 


bow glorious it is for Paſtor and people to praiſe 


and enjoy God together. May all this ſociety, and 
many others, have abundant reaſon to rejoice in 
what is done this day. O may the grace of God 
form all our hearts to ſay with unſpeakable joy, How 


beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him 


that bringeth good tidings, that publiſheth peace, 
that bringeth good tidings of 105 that faith unto 
Zion, thy King reigneth. 0 0C 67 = 
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